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A Curious Decision

}\ poor chimneysweeper, which had not enough money to buy a

meal, stopped one hot summer day at noon before an eating—house,
and remained regaling his nose with the smell of the food. The
master of the shop told him several times to go away, but the
sweeper could not leave the savory smell, though unable to
purchase the taste of the food. It last the cook came out of
the shop, and taking hold of the sweep, declared that, as he
had been feeding upon the smell of his food, he should not go
away without paying half the price of a dinner. The poor fellow
said that he neither could nor would pay, and that he would
ask the first person who should pass, whether it was not an
unreasonable and unjust demand.

The case was referred to a policeman, who happened to pass
at that moment. He said to the sweeper: “As you have been
feasting one of your senses with the odor of this man’ s meat,
it is only fair that you should make him some recompense;
therefore you shall, in your turn, regale one of his senses,
which seems to be more insatiable than your appetite. How much

money do you have? “
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“I have but two pence in all the world, sir, and I must

buy me some bread.”

“"Never mind,” answered the officer, ”“take your two pence
between your hands; now rattle them loudly. “

The sweeper did so, and the officer, turning to the cook,
said, “Now, sir, I think he has paid you: the smell of your
food regaled his nostrils; the sound of his money has tickled
your ears.

This decision gave more satisfaction to the bystanders

than to the cook, but it was the only payment he could obtain.

Anonymous

R
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The case was referred to a policemantt, 242 22 242 4 72
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Looking Down

Up there you go around
every hour and a half; time
after time, after time, and you
wake up in the morning over
the mid-East, and over North
Africa. You look out of your
window as you're eating
breakfast— and there’s the

whole Mediterranean area, and

Greece and Rome, and the Sinai

and Israel. And you realize
that what you are seeing in
one glance was the whole
history of man for centuries;
The cradle of civilization.
You go across the
Atlantic Ocean, back across
North Africa. You do it again

and again. You indentify with

Houston, and then you identify
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with Los Angeles, and

Phonenix and New Orleans.

And the next thing you know,
you are starting to indentify
with North Africa. You look

forward to 1t.
You anticip—ate it. And the
whole process of what vyou
to

indentify with begins

shift.
When you go around it
every hour and a half ,
you begin to recognize that
your identify 1is with that
whole thing. And that makes a
very powerful change inside
of you...
As you look down you
imagine how

cannot many

borders and boundaries you

cross—again and again. And

you cannot even see them. But
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you know that in the “wakeup”
scene you saw before over the
Mid-East, there are thousands
of people fighting over some
imaginary line that you can't
even see. And you wish you
could take each of them hand
in hand, and say “Look at that!
Look at that ! What,s
important? ”
Later the person
sitting next to you go out to
the moon. And he sees the
Earth, not as something big
with all kinds of beautiful
details; he sees it as a small
thing out there. And the
contrast between that small
blue and white Christmas tree
ornament and that black sky

really comes through...and you

realize that on that little
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blue and white spot 1is life. You're out there %%h ‘~J
et
everything that means on the forefront and
anything to you—all history, you have to bring your

and music, and war, and death,
and birth, and love, and tears,
and joy—all of it on that
little blue and white spot
that you can cover with your
thumb.

It comes through to you
so clearly that you are a
sensing point for man. You
look down and you see the
surface of the glove that you
have lived on all this time
and you know that all those
people down there—they are
you. And somehow , you
represent them and have a
them.

responsibility to

Somehow you recognize that

experience back somehow. It

becomes a rather special
responsibility. And it tells
you about your relationship
to this thing we call the
world.

All through this I've
used the word “you” because it
is not me, Rusty Schweickart...
or any of the others that have
had this experience. It is not
just my problem—my
challenge—my joy to
integrate into daily life,
It 1is everyone’s.
95955

you are a piece of this total =
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; Poems:
Virtue

Sweet day, so cool, so calm, so bright!

The bridal of earth and sky—

The dew shall weep thy fall to—night;
For thou must die

Sweet rose, whose hue angry and brave,

Bids the rash gazer wipe his eye,

The root is ever in its grave,

And thou must die

Sweet spring, full of sweet days and roses,

A box where sweets compacted lie,

My music shows you have your closes,

And all must die

Only a sweet and virtous soul,
Like season’s timber, never gives,

But though the whole word turns to coal,
Then chiefly lives
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Don’t Quit &

When things go wrong, as sometimes they will,
When the road you're trudging seems all up hill,
When the funds are low and the debts are high,
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,
When care is pressing you down a bit,

Rest, if you must——but don’ t you quit.

Life is queer with its twists and turns,

As every one of us sometimes learns,

And many a failure turns about

When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don’ t give up, though the pace seems slow—

You might succeed with another blow.

Often the goal is nearer than

It seems to a faint and faltering man,

Often the struggler has given up

When he might have captured the victor’s cup.

And he learned too late, when the night slipped down,

How close he was to the golden crown.
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Succeed is failure turned inside out—-
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt—-
And you never can tell how close you are,
It may be near when it seems afar;
So stick to the fight when you’ re hardest hit——-

It’ s when things seems worst that you mustn t quit
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